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BLAIRSTOWN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
ANNUAL REORGANIZATION MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2021 – 7 P.M. 
MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

M I N U T E S 

OPENING – Call to Order; Roll Call   

The meeting was called to order by Municipal Clerk Kristin Shipps. Those present were Mr. 
Orcutt, Mr. Moorhead, Mr. Sikkes, Mrs. Van Valkenburg, Mrs. Waldron, and Municipal Attorney 
Dawn Sullivan.   
 
The FLAG SALUTE was conducted. 
 
INVOCATION 
Rev. David Harvey of the First Presbyterian Church gave the invocation. 
 
The following statements were read by Clerk Shipps: 
SUNSHINE STATEMENT 

Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided in accordance with the Open Public 
Meeting Act, P.L. 1975, Ch. 231 setting forth the time, date, place and purpose of this 
Public Meeting through a legal notice published in The Star Ledger and New Jersey 
Herald following the Township’s Annual Reorganization Meeting at which the 2020 
meeting schedule was adopted.   

 
ELECTRONIC MEETING STATEMENT: 
In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act and the Emergency Remote Meeting Protocol 
for Local Public Bodies, adequate and electronic notice of this remote meeting have been 
provided by sending notice to the New Jersey Herald and Star Ledger, posting notice on the 
Township website and Facebook page, posting notice on the outside front door & bulletin 
board of the Municipal Building, 106 Route 94, Blairstown, NJ, and sending notice to those 
individuals requesting same.  
Members of the public will be kept on mute during the meeting. If you would like to speak 
during the designated public comment portion, press 9 on your telephone or the “raise hand” 
icon on the Zoom app and wait to be recognized by the host, who will unmute you to speak. 
When you are done commenting, you will be muted again. There is a 5-minute limit on all 
public comments.  
 

OATH OF OFFICE  

 Elected Official – Walter Orcutt 
Township Attorney Dawn Sullivan administered the Oath of Office to  
Mr. Orcutt 
 
Elected Official – Debra Waldron 
Township Attorney Dawn Sullivan administered the Oath of Office to 
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Mrs. Waldron 

NOMINATION FOR MAYOR FOR THE YEAR 2021 

Motion to appoint Rob Moorhead as Mayor for 2021 was made by Committeeman Orcutt and 
seconded by Committeeman Sikkes.  
 Roll call vote: Orcutt—yes, Moorhead—yes, Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—no, 
Waldron—yes, motion carried. 
 
Township Attorney Dawn Sullivan administered the Oath of Office to Mayor Moorhead. 

NOMINATION FOR DEPUTY MAYOR FOR THE YEAR 2021 

The nomination of Debra Waldron as Deputy Mayor was made by Committeewoman Van 
Valkenburg and seconded by Committeeman Orcutt.   
Roll call vote: Orcutt—yes, Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, Moorhead—yes, 
motion carried.  
 
Township Dawn Sullivan administered the Oath of Office to Deputy Mayor Waldron 
 
 
OATHS OF OFFICE – BLAIRSTOWN HOSE COMPANY NO. 1 OFFICERS 
 Mark Slater, Chief  
 Stuart Kise, Deputy Chief 
 Christopher Rossmell, Captain 
 George Curreri 3rd, Lieutenant 
 
 Mayor Moorhead administered the Oath of Office to each of the Hose Company #1 Officers 
            
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Resolution 2021-01 Authorizing Executive Session 
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act; N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., declares it to be the public 
policy of the State to insure the right of citizens to have adequate advance notice of and the 
right to attend meetings of public bodies at which business affecting the public is discussed or 
acted upon; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act also recognized exceptions to the right of the public to 
attend portions of such meetings; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Committee find it necessary to conduct an executive 
session closed to the public as permitted by the N.J.S.A. 40:4-12; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Mayor and Township Committee will reconvene in public session at the 
conclusion of the executive session; 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the Township of 
Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that they will conduct an executive session 
to discuss the following topic (s) as permitted by N.J.S.A. 40:4-12:   
 
_____ A matter which Federal Law, State Statute, or Rule of Court would impair a right to 
receive funds from federal government; 
 
_____ A matter where the release of information would impair a right to receive funds from the 
federal government; 
 
____ A matter whose disclosure would constitute an unwarranted invasion of individual 
privacy; 
 
__X A collective bargaining agreement, or the terms and conditions thereof (Specify) contract:   
 
_____ A matter involving the purpose, lease or acquisition of real property with public funds, 
the setting of bank rates or investment of public funds where it could adversely affect the 
public interest if discussion of such matters were disclosed; 
 
____ Tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of the public 
provided that their disclosure could impair such protection; 
 
_____ Investigations of violations or possible violations of the law; 
 
___ Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation in which the public body is or may 
become a party; (The general nature of the litigation or contract negotiations the public 
disclosure of such information at this time would have a potentially negative impact on the 
municipality’s position in the litigation or negotiation; therefore, this information will be 
withheld until such time as the matter is concluded or the potential for negative impact no 
longer exists.) 
 
____ Matters falling within the attorney-client privilege, to the extent that confidentiality is 
required in order for the attorney to exercise his or her ethical duties as a lawyer;  (The general 
nature of the matter is : Agreement. The public disclosure of such information at this time 
would have a potentially negative impact on the municipality’s position with respect to the 
matter being discussed; therefore, this information will be withheld until such time as the 
matter is concluded or the potential for negative impact no longer exists.); 
 
_____ Matters involving the employment, appointment, termination of employment, terms and 
conditions of employment, evaluation of the performance, promotion or disciplining of any 
specific prospective or current public officer or employee of the public body, where all 
individual employees or appointees whose rights could be adversely affected have not 
requested in writing that the matter (s) be discussed at a public meeting;  (The employee (s) 
and/or general nature of discussion is regarding employment matters); The public disclosure of 
such information will be withheld until such time as the matter is concluded or the threat to 
privacy no longer exists.; 
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_____ Deliberation occurring after a public hearing that may result in the imposition of a 
specific civil penalty or loss of a license or permit; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee hereby declare that their 
discussion of the subject (s) identified above may be made public at a time when the Township 
Attorney advises them that the disclosure of the discussion will not detrimentally affect any 
right, interest or duty of the Township or any other entity with respect to said discussion. That 
time is currently estimated to be:  _________________________; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Township Committee, for the reasons set forth 
above, hereby declare that the public is excluded from the portion of the meeting during which 
the above discussion shall take place. 
 
Motion made by Committeeman Orcutt, second by Deputy Mayor Waldron and carried to go 
into Executive at 7:28 pm. 
Motion made by Deputy Mayor Waldron second by Committeeman Sikkes and carried to come 
out of Executive Session at 7:48 pm. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS 
1) R. 2021-001  Various One Year Appointments – Compensated 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to appoint various persons to fill the numerous positions of 
authority in the Township of Blairstown for the year 2021. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Township Committee of the 

Township of Blairstown that the following appointments be made for the following offices, with 
the terms being until December 31, 2021: 
 
 Administration 

Township Clerk/ Office Manager   Kristin Shipps 
 Registrar      Kristin Shipps 
 Deputy Clerk      N/A 
 Deputy Registrar     Kim Collins  
 Public Information Officer    Kristin Shipps 
 Recreation Director     Patricia Sagan 

Office Assistant/ PT     Maureen DeSimone 
 Municipal Housing Liaison    Theresa Tamburro 
 
 Finance 
 Chief Financial Officer     Christine Rolef 

Accounts Payable Clerk    Kim Collins 
Tax Assessor      Richard Moytka 
Tax Collector      Kerri Womack 
Utility Collector     Kerri Womack 
 
Land Use 



 

January 6, 2021 Reorganization Meeting Minutes Page 5 of 26 

 

Board Secretary     Linda Grohs 
 
Police Department 
Records Clerk      Lisa Whitesell 
Matrons      Misty Mott 
       Lisa Whitesell 
School Crossing Guard    Arlene Hendershot 
       Rosette Inscho 
       Bernard Daigle (alternate) 
       Misty Mott (alternate) 
Crossing Guard- Non School Activity   N/A 
Special Police as needed    N/A 
 
Department of Public Works 
Director of the Dept. of Public Works (DPW)  Eric Usinowicz 
Assistant Supervisor     Robert Kise 
Mechanic/ Laborer     Mike Sullivan 
Operator/ Laborer     John Zukoski 
Driver/ Laborer     Albert Schwartz/ John Van Dyk 
Water Operator     Albert Schwartz 
Assistant Water Operator    John Zukoski 
Right-to- Know     Albert Schwartz 
 
Seasonal Help 
Winter Snow Plow Driver    N/A 
Summer Help      N/A 
 
Clean Communities     
Recycling Coordinator     Maureen DeSimone 
 
Construction and Zoning 
Code Enforcement Official     David Diehl 
Flood Plain Coordinator    David Diehl 
VAP Property Enforcement    David Diehl 
 
Health Department 
Animal Control Officer    Scott Hendricks 
 
Fire Department 
Chief       Mark Slater 
Deputy Chief      Stuart Kise 
Secretary      Eric Usinowicz 
Treasurer      George M. Curreri 
Custodian, Fire House No. 1    Stuart Kise 
Custodian, Fire House No .2    Scott Bedell 
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Emergency Management  
Coordinator      Nicholas Mohr 
Deputy Coordinator     Calvin Inscho 
Administrative Assistant    Lisa Whitesell 

 
2) R.2021-03 Various Appointments – Non-compensated 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to appoint various persons to fill various positions on various 
boards, committees and commissions of the Township of Blairstown, as required by the various 
ordinances adopted in connection therewith: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor of the Township of Blairstown that the 
following persons be appointed to the Blairstown Land-Use Board for terms as set forth:   
 

Walter Orcutt   1-year term, expiring on 12/31/2021, Class I  
 Debbie Waldron  1-year term, expiring on 12/31/2021, Class III 
 Nicholas Mohr   1-year term, expiring on 12/31/2021, Class II 
 Robert Law   4-year term, expiring on 12/31/2024, Class IV 
             Eric Lohman   3-year unexpired term, expiring on 12/31/2023, Class IV  
 Adam Baker   2-year term, expiring on 12/31/2022, Alt. #2 
 Evie Tilney   2-year term, expiring on 12/31/2022, Alt# 3 
   
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following be reappointed to the Open Space Committee: 
 Chris D’Amato  3-year term, expiring on 12/21/2023 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following be reappointed to the Blairstown Historic 
Preservation Committee (BHPC): 

David Harvey   3-year term, expiring on 12/31/2023 
Martin Miller   3- year term, expiring on 12/31/2023 

  
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following appointed be made for the Blairstown Township 
Historian: 

Christine Beegle  1-year term, expiring on 12/31/2021 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Joel McGreen, Doug Race, and Robert DeBlock be reappointed 
as members of the Agricultural Advisory Committee for a term of one year expiring December 
31, 2021. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Scott Johnsen and Debra Waldron be appointed as members of 
the newly formed School Safety Committee for a term of one year expiring December 31, 2021. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Kristin Shipps be appointed as Blairstown Township’s 
representative to the County Solid Waste Advisory Committee for a term of one year expiring 
December 31, 2021. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Christine Rolef shall serve as Public Agency Compliance Officer 
(PACO) and Affirmative Action Officer for a term of one year expiring December 31, 2021 
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3) R.2021-04 Cancel Water Utility Balances under $5.00 
WHEREAS, the Township Committee would like to treat small unpaid water utility balances in a 
similar fashion to the cancellation of real estate taxes in amounts less than $10.00. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Blairstown, 
County of Warren, State of New Jersey, that small unpaid water balances of less than $5.00 are 
to be cancelled at the end of each calendar year and the water utility billing clerk is authorized 
to do so annually. 
 

4) R.2021-05 Appointing Local Emergency Planning Committee Members  
WHEREAS, under state and federal emergency planning requirements, every 

municipality is to appoint emergency management members, of whom are responsible for the 
development and maintenance of an emergency operations plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, to ensure that the membership is kept current, it is required that 
municipalities adopt a resolution updating its membership. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey that the following members have been 
appointed to the Local Emergency Planning Committee for 2021: 
 
Rob Moorhead, Mayor 
Nicholas Mohr 
Calvin Inscho 
Mark Slater 
Lisa Whitesell 
Scott Johnsen 
Dr. Patrick Ketch 
James Frick 
Brian Walsh 
Denis Keenan of French & Parrello 
Mike Cestari 
Robert Mohr 
Sarah Billotti 
 
5) 2021-06 Fixing the Rate of Interest to be Charged on Delinquent Taxes and Authorize Tax 
Collector to hold Annual Tax Sale   

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A 54:4-67 permits the governing body of each municipality to fix the 
rate of interest to be charged for non-payment of taxes or assessments subject to any 
abatement or discount for the late payment of taxes or assessments for the late payment of 
taxes as provided by law; and 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:4-67 has been amended to permit the fixing of said rate of 8% per 
annum on the first $1,500.00 of the delinquency, and 18% per annum on any amount in excess 
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of $1,500.00, and allows an additional penalty of 6% be collected against a delinquency in 
excess of $10,000.00 on properties that fail to pay the delinquency prior to the end of the 
calendar year: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey as follows: 

1. The Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to charge 8% per annum on the 
first $1,500.00 of taxes becoming delinquent after due date and 18% per annum on 
any amount of taxes in excess of $1,500.00 becoming delinquent after due date and 
if a delinquency is in excess of $10,000.00 and remains in arrears beyond December 
31st, an additional penalty of 6% shall be charged against the total delinquency. 

2. Effective January 1, 2020, there will be a ten (10) day grace period of quarterly tax 
payments made by cash, check, or money order. 

3. Any payments not made in accordance with paragraph two of this resolution shall be 
charged interest from the due date as set forth in paragraph one of this resolution. 

4. A certified copy of this resolution shall be provided by the Township Clerk to the Tax 
Collector, Township Attorney, and Township Auditor for the Township of Blairstown. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Township Committee that the Tax Collector is hereby 

authorized to hold a tax sale in accordance with law.  
 
  
6) R.2021-07 Complying with Open Public Meetings Act 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings, Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq. (“OPMA”), provides 
that within seven (7) days following the annual organization meeting of the Governing Body, or 
if there be no such organization meeting, then, by no later than January 10th, every public body 
shall establish by resolution a schedule of regular meetings of the Governing Body to be held 
during the succeeding year; and  

 
WHEREAS, said schedule shall contain the location of each meeting to the extent it is 

known and the time and date of each meeting; and 
 
WHEREAS, said schedule must be posted in a prominent location and remain posted 

throughout the year, be timely submitted to two newspapers, including the designated official 
newspaper for the Township, and be provided to persons requesting the same; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Emergency Remote Meeting Protocol for Local Public Bodies, N.J.A.C. 

5:39-1.1 et seq. (“Emergency Protocol”), requires that for meetings held remotely during a 
declared emergency, without physical attendance by members of the public, notice must 
additionally be provided electronically on the municipal website and posted on the main access 
door of the municipal building, and that such notice must include instructions for accessing the 
remote meeting, the means for making public comment, and where relevant documents are 
available; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown does seek to establish such schedule for the year 

2021, and  
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WHEREAS, in accordance with the OPMA and Emergency Protocol, and in consideration 
of the ongoing Governor-declared COVID-19 State of Emergency and Public Health Emergency 
and the Township’s duty to protect the health, safety and welfare of its citizen, the Township is 
scheduling such meetings remotely via Zoom webinar. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Council of the Township of 

Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, that the 2021 Annual Open Public Meetings 
Act Resolution does hereby designate the following meeting dates and other requirements: 
1. A. REGULAR PUBLIC MEETING & WORKSHOP MEETING DATES 

January 6, 2021 (Reorg) 
January 13, 2021 (workshop)   January 27, 2021 (regular) 
February 10, 2021    February 24, 2021 
March 10, 20201    March 24, 2021 
April 14, 2021     April 28, 2021 
May 12, 2021     May 26, 2021 
June 9, 2021     June 23, 2021 
No workshop meeting    July 28, 2021 
No workshop meeting    August 25, 2021 
September 8, 2021    September 22, 2021 
October 13, 2021    October 27, 2021 
November 10, 2021(regular)   No workshop meeting 
December 8, 2021 (regular)   December 15, 2021 (workshop) ** 
 
**This meeting will be held on the 2nd Wednesday for this month only.  
 
B. All meetings referred to herein above shall commence at 7:00 p.m. unless 

there is an Executive Session which will commence at 6:30 p.m. with public 
meeting beginning immediately after Executive Session.  

  
 In accordance with the OPMA and Emergency Protocol, and in 

consideration of the ongoing Governor-declared COVID-19 State of 
Emergency and Public Health Emergency and the Township’s duty to 
protect the health, safety, and welfare of its citizens, the regular public 
meetings and workshop meetings will be held remotely via Zoom webinar. 
Formal action may be taken at the regular and work session public 
meetings.  

 
 Members of the public may participate in the meeting at the designated 

time by calling in or via Zoom. All login information can be found by visiting 
the Township webpage at https://www.blairstowntownship.org/ on the 
quick links bar entitled “Electronic Township Committee meetings.” 
Members of the public can register with Zoom at 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Gk2pdBp0RoeRHAjcHd8v
PQ. 
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 The agenda to the extent known will be available prior to the meeting at 
the above link or may be requested from the Township Clerk at 
clerk@blairstowntwp-nj.com or (908) 362-6663 ext. 230. Members of the 
public will be muted during the meeting, but may speak during the 
designated public comment portion by pressing 9 (telephone) or the “raise 
hand” icon (Zoom app), and waiting to be recognized by the host, who will 
unmute individuals to speak and mute them afterward. Written public 
comments may also be submitted to the Township Clerk by email to 
clerk@blairstowntwp-nj.com or by mail to Township Clerk, 106 Route 94, 
Blairstown, NJ 07825. Written public comments must include the 
individual’s name, full address and contact information, and identify the 
meeting (and ordinance, if applicable) they are intended for.  

 
 Written public comments must be received by the Clerk no later than 3 

p.m. on the meeting date and will be read into the record at the end of the 
public comment portion. There is a five-minute time limit on all public 
comments. 

 
 
2. In the event that the above schedule of meetings is hereinafter revised, the Committee 

within seven (7) days following the revision of same shall cause notice of such revised 
meetings dates to be noticed in accordance with the OPMA and Emergency Protocol. 

 
3. The New Jersey Herald, Newton, NJ, a newspaper circulating in Warren County, is the 

Township's official newspaper and is hereby designated as the newspaper for the 
publishing of all legal notices of the Committee as required by the Open Public Meetings 
Act. Such notices will also be published in Star Ledger, Newark, NJ.  

 
4. A copy of this Resolution shall be mailed to the above-named newspapers. 
 
5. A copy of advance notices of special meetings not listed herein shall be submited to the 

aforementioned newspapers. 
 
6. A copy of advance notices of special meetings of the Committee shall be provided in 

accordance with the requirements of: 
 

A. N.J.S.A. 10:4-8d, including among other things, the Agenda to the extent known 
for any such special meeting;  

 
B. N.J.S.A. 10:4-9b, relating to matters of such emergency or importance that delay 

for the purposes of providing adequate notice would be likely to result in 
substantial harm to the public interest. It should be noted that meetings held 
under this subparagraph (h) of the Statute require the affirmative vote of 3/4 of 
the members of the Council present at any such meeting; and 

 
C. Any other applicable provisions of the OPMA and Emergency Protocol.  
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7. Pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 10:4-19, any person may request in writing that 

the Committee through the Township Clerk mail to them copies of any meeting 
schedule or revision.  

 
 
7) R.2021-08 Designating Authorized Signatures 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Blairstown that the 
Mayor and the Municipal Clerk be and are hereby authorized to execute and deliver 
agreements between the Township of Blairstown and any individual or corporation, either 
public or private; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor, the Municipal Clerk and the Treasurer are 
authorized to sign checks and other drafts of the Township; and  
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED in the absence of the Mayor, the Deputy Mayor is authorized 
to sign documents or drafts of the Township. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that vouchers and/or purchase orders will require signatures 
of three Committee members, one of whom must be the Mayor or Deputy Mayor. 
 
8) R.2021-09 Authorizing Investment of Idle Funds and Fund Transfers 
 

WHEREAS, it is desirable that idle funds of the Township of Blairstown be invested in 
legal investment vehicles at all times; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is occasionally necessary to transfer funds for the purpose of meeting 
current township expenses or for the purpose of effecting investment: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Blairstown, that it does hereby authorize the Treasurer to request bids and to place orders for 
the investment of idle funds solely in legally authorized investment vehicles, such investments 
to be investing institutions; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to transfer funds by 
wire solely for the following purposes and subject to all pertinent regulations: 
 

1. To or from Township checking or savings accounts to other Township accounts; and 
2. To or from Township checking or savings accounts to or from accounts specified by 

banks of the State of New Jersey Cash Management Funds solely for the purpose of 
investing for the account of the Township of Blairstown. 

 
9) R.2021-10 Adopting a Cash Management Plan 
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WHEREAS, it is desirable that idle funds of the Township of Blairstown be invested in 
legal investment vehicles at all times; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is occasionally necessary to transfer funds for the purpose of meeting 
current township expenses or for the purpose of effecting investment: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Blairstown, that it does hereby authorize the Treasurer to request bids and to place orders for 
the investment of idle funds solely in legally authorized investment vehicles, such investments 
to be investing institutions; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to transfer funds by 
wire solely for the following purposes and subject to all pertinent regulations: 
 

1. To or from Township checking or savings accounts to other Township accounts; and 
2. To or from Township checking or savings accounts to or from accounts specified by 

banks of the State of New Jersey Cash Management Funds solely for the purpose of 
investing for the account of the Township of Blairstown. 

 
10) R.2021-11 Contracting for Professional Services with Competitive Bidding in Accordance 
with the Local Public Contract Law – Municipal Attorney  

WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown has a need to acquire a municipal attorney as a 
non-fair and open contract pursuant to provisions on N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 
 

WHEREAS, the chief financial officer has determined and certified in writing that the 
value of the acquisition will exceed $17,500; and 
 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is one year; and 
 

WHEREAS, Dorsey & Semrau has agreed to provide attorney services for the anticipated 
fee of $51,000.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, Dorsey & Semrau has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure 
Certificate which certified that the firm has not made any reportable contributions to a political 
or candidate committee in the Township of Blairstown in the previous year, and that the 
contract will prohibit Dorsey & Semrau from making any reportable contributions through the 
term of the contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, the required certificate for the availability of funds has been filed by the chief 
financial officer providing that legally appropriated balances are available to cover the amount 
of the contract as required by N.J.A.C. 5:30-14.5 and that fees for the aforementioned legal 
services shall be made available by appropriate inclusion in either an annual municipal budget 
which includes current, revenue sharing and utility provisions, by budget amendments for 
federal program spending or by inclusion in an appropriate bond ordinance. 
 



 

January 6, 2021 Reorganization Meeting Minutes Page 13 of 26 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Blairstown, of the County of Warren, that the Mayor and Clerk are authorized to enter into a 
contract with Dorsey & Semrau as described herein as Municipal Attorney on and in behalf of 
the Township of Blairstown for the year 2021; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and 
Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of this action shall be printed once in a legally 
designated publication. 

 
11) R-2021-12 Contracting for Professional Services with Competitive Bidding in Accordance  
with the Local Public Contract Law – Municipal Auditor 

WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown has a need to acquire a municipal auditor as a 
non-fair and open contract pursuant to provisions on N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 
 

WHEREAS, the chief financial officer has determined and certified in writing that the 
value of the acquisition will exceed $17,500; and 
 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is one year; and 
 

WHEREAS, NISIVOCCIA, LLP has submitted a proposal, indicating they will provide 
auditor services (preparation of 2021 audit, review of 2021 Annual Debt Statement and Annual 
Financial Statement, review and assistance with 2021 budget, and data input and review of all 
documents on the State of New Jersey FAST system.) for a fee of $26,900 per anum; and 
 

WHEREAS, NISIVOCCIA, LLP has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure 
Certificate which certified that NISIVOCCIA, LLP has not made any reportable contributions to a 
political or candidate committee in the Township of Blairstown in the previous year, and that 
the contract will prohibit NISIVOCCIA, LLP from making any reportable contributions through 
the term of the contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, the required certificate for the availability of funds has been filed by the chief 
financial officer providing that legally appropriated balances are available to cover the amount 
of the contract as required by N.J.A.C. 5:30-14.5 and that fees for the aforementioned auditing 
and non-auditing services shall be made available by appropriate inclusion in either an annual 
municipal budget which includes current, revenue sharing and utility provisions, by budget 
amendments for federal program spending or by inclusion in an appropriate bond ordinance. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Blairstown, of the County of Warren, that the Mayor and Clerk are authorized to enter into a 
contract with NISIVOCCIA, LLP as described herein as auditors on and in behalf of the Township 
of Blairstown for the year 2021; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and 
Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and 



 

January 6, 2021 Reorganization Meeting Minutes Page 14 of 26 

 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of this action shall be printed once in a  

legally designated publication. 
 
 
12) R.2021-13  Contracting for Professional Services without Competitive Bidding in 
Accordance with the Local Public Contract Law – Municipal Engineer 
 
WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown has a need to acquire a municipal engineer as a non-fair 
and open contract pursuant to provisions on N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 
 
WHEREAS, the chief financial officer has determined and certified in writing that the value of 
the acquisition will exceed $17,500; and 
 
WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is one year; and 
 
WHEREAS, French & Parrello Associates has agreed to provide engineering services for the rates 
broken out in the contract; and 
 
WHEREAS, French & Parrello Associates has completed and submitted a Business Entity 
Disclosure Certificate which certified that they have not made any reportable contributions to a 
political or candidate committee in the Township of Blairstown in the previous year, and that 
the contract will prohibit French & Parrello Associates from making any reportable 
contributions through the term of the contract; and 
 
WHEREAS, the required certificate for the availability of funds has been filed by the chief 
financial officer providing that legally appropriated balances are available to cover the amount 
of the contract as required by N.J.A.C. 5:30-14.5 and that fees for the aforementioned 
engineering services shall be made available by appropriate inclusion in either an annual 
municipal budget which includes current, revenue sharing and utility provisions, by budget 
amendments for federal program spending or by inclusion in an appropriate bond ordinance. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Blairstown, 
of the County of Warren, that the Mayor and Clerk are authorized to enter into a contract with 
French & Parrello. as described herein as Municipal Engineer on and in behalf of the Township 
of Blairstown for the year 2021; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and Determination of 
Value be placed on file with this resolution; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of this action shall be printed once in a legally 
designated publication. 
 
13) R.2021-14  Contracting for Professional Services without Competitive Bidding in  
Accordance with the Local Public Contract Law – Bond Counsel 
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WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown has a need to acquire Bond Counsel as a non-fair 
and open contract pursuant to provisions on N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 
 

WHEREAS, the chief financial officer has determined and certified in writing that the 
value of the acquisition will exceed $17,500; and 
 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is one year; and 
 

WHEREAS, GIBBONS, PC has agreed to provide bond counsel services for the rates 
broken out in the contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, Gibbons, PC has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure 
Certificate which certified that the firm has not made any reportable contributions to a political 
or candidate committee in the Township of Blairstown in the previous year, and that the 
contract will prohibit Gibbons, PC from making any reportable contributions through the term 
of the contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, the required certificate for the availability of funds has been filed by the chief 
financial officer providing that legally appropriated balances are available to cover the amount 
of the contract as required by N.J.A.C. 5:30-14.5 and that fees for the aforementioned legal 
services shall be made available by appropriate inclusion in either an annual municipal budget 
which includes current, revenue sharing and utility provisions, by budget amendments for 
federal program spending or by inclusion in an appropriate bond ordinance. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Blairstown, of the County of Warren, that the Mayor and Clerk are authorized to enter into a 
contract with GIBBONS, PC as described herein as Counsel on and in behalf of the Township of 
Blairstown for the year 2021; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and 
Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of this action shall be printed once in a legally 
designated publication. 
 
14) R.2021-15-CONTRACTING FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
LOCAL PUBLIC CONTRACTS LAW (N.J.S.A. 40A-11.1, ET. SEQ.) 
LAND-USE BOARD ATTORNEY 
This resolution was removed from the consent agenda and not action was taken on it. 
 
15) R.2021-16 CONTRACTING FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 
LOCAL PUBLIC CONTRACTS LAW (N.J.S.A. 40A-11.1, ET. SEQ.) WATER ENGINEER 

 
WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown has a need to acquire a municipal engineer as a 

non-fair and open contract pursuant to provisions on N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5; and 
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WHEREAS, the chief financial officer has determined and certified in writing that the 
value of the acquisition will exceed $17,500; and 
 

WHEREAS, the anticipated term of this contract is one year; and 
 

WHEREAS, Harold E. Pellow & Associates, Inc. has submitted a proposal, indicating he 
will provide engineering services for the anticipated fee of (TBD); and 
 

WHEREAS, Harold E. Pellow & Associates, Inc., has completed and submitted a Business 
Entity Disclosure Certificate which certified that he has not made any reportable contributions 
to a political or candidate committee in the Township of Blairstown in the previous year, and 
that the contract will prohibit Harold E. Pellow & Associates, Inc., from making any reportable 
contributions through the term of the contract; and 
 

WHEREAS, the required certificate for the availability of funds has been filed by the chief 
financial officer providing that legally appropriated balances are available to cover the amount 
of the contract as required by N.J.A.C. 5:30-14.5 and that fees for the aforementioned 
engineering services shall be made available by appropriate inclusion in either an annual 
municipal budget which includes current, revenue sharing and utility provisions, by budget 
amendments for federal program spending or by inclusion in an appropriate bond ordinance. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Blairstown, of the County of Warren, that the Mayor and Clerk are authorized to enter into a 
contract with Harold E. Pellow & Associates, Inc., as described herein as Water Engineer on and 
in behalf of the Township of Blairstown for the year 2021; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and 
Determination of Value be placed on file with this resolution; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of this action shall be printed once in a legally 
designated publication. 
 
16) R. 2021-17- DESIGNATION OF OFFICIAL NEWSPAPERS 
 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Blairstown, County of 
Warren, State of New Jersey, that the following newspapers of general circulation in the 
Township of Blairstown be designated as the official newspapers for the purpose of legal 
advertising and notices for the Township of Blairstown in the year 2021: 
 

New Jersey Herald, Newton, NJ 
 

Star Ledger, Newark, NJ 
 

Express-Times, Easton, PA 
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17) R. 2021-18 CANCELLATION OF CERTAIN REAL ESTATE PROPERTY TAX BALANCES 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:5-17.1 promulgated by the New Jersey State 

Legislature, all real estate property taxes of less than $10.00 (ten dollars) are to be cancelled of 
record: 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, the Tax Collector is hereby authorized and 
empowered, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:5-17.1, to cancel and remove from the tax duplicate 
records all refunds and/or delinquent real estate property taxes of less than $10.00 (ten 
dollars). 
 
18) R. 2021-19- AUTHORIZATION FOR TAX ASSESSOR TO FILE CORRECTIVE APPEALS AND 
STIPULATIONS AND AUTHORIZATION FOR TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY TO WORK WITH TAX 
ASSESSOR IN DEFENSE OF TAX APPEALS WITH THE WARREN COUNTY BOARD OF TAXATION 
  

WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Blairstown has been informed 
by the Tax Assessor of Blairstown Township that from time to time, errors are made in 
computing the tax assessments governing certain property locations within Blairstown 
Township; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor of Blairstown Township has requested the Township 
Committee to authorize the Tax Assessor to file corrections of such errors with the Warren 
County Board of Taxation. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, that the Tax  Assessor is hereby authorized 
to file corrective appeals and stipulations with the Warren County Board of Taxation concerning 
those properties wherein errors were made; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Tax Assessor send copies of such corrected 
assessments to the individuals involved; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this resolution be supplied to the 
Warren County Tax Board, Belvidere, NJ and to the Municipal Assessor for the Township of 
Blairstown. 
 

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED that the Township Attorney shall work with the Tax Assessor in 
defending tax appeals before the Warren County Board of Taxation. 
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19) R.2021-20- COLLECTION OF A FEE FOR DUPLICATE TAX SALE CERTIFICATES 
 

WHEREAS, P.L. 1900 C.90 was amended and signed into law, allowing municipalities to 
issue duplicate tax sale certificates at a fee not to exceed $100.00. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Blairstown, 
County of Warren, State of New Jersey, that a fee of $100.00 shall be collected for the issuance 
of a duplicate tax sale certificate. 
 
20) R. 2021-21- FIXING OF RATE OF INTEREST TO BE CHARGED ON DELINQUENT WATER 
ACCOUNTS 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:4-67 has been amended to permit the fixing of said rate at 8% per 
annum on the first $1,500.00 of delinquency, and 18% per annum on any amount in excess of 
$1,500.00. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

1. The Utility Collector is hereby authorized and directed to charge 8% per  annum 
on the first $1,500.00 of the water bill becoming delinquent after  due date and 18% on 
any amount in excess of $1,500.00. 
2. Effective January 1, 2021, there will be a ten (10) day grace period of quarterly 

water payments made by cash, check, or money order. 
 3. Any payments not made in accordance with paragraph two of this    
 resolution shall be charged interest from the due date as set forth in   
 paragraph one of this resolution. 

4. A certified copy of this resolution shall be provided by the Municipal Clerk to the 
Utility Collector, Municipal Attorney, and Municipal Auditor for the Township of 
Blairstown. 

 
21) R. 2021-22- RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN, COUNTY OF WARREN, AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPROVING TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE BLAIRSTOWN 
MUNICIPAL OPERATING BUDGET FOR 2021 AND FOR THE WATER UTILITY BUDGET FOR 2021 
 

WHEREAS, NJSA 40a:4-19 provides that where any contract, commitment or payments 
are to be made prior to final adoption of the 2021 Municipal Operating Budget and Water 
Utility Budget, temporary appropriations should be made for the purpose and amounts 
required in the manner and time therein provided; and 
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WHEREAS, 26.25% of the total appropriation in the 2020 Municipal Operating Budget 
and Water Utility Budget, exclusive of any appropriations made for interest and debt 
redemption charges, capital improvement fund and public assistance is said 2020 Temporary 
Municipal Operating is the sum of $980,352.19 and in said 2020 Temporary Water Utility 
Budget is the sum of $ 34,125.00.   
 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the following appropriations be made, and that 
a certified copy of this resolution be transmitted to the Chief Financial Officer for the record. 
 
22) R.2021-23-AUTHORIZATION TO ENTER INTO INTER-LOCAL AGREEMENT WITH KNOWLTON 
TOWNSHIP FOR A CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown and the Township of Knowlton have expressed 
interest in renewing an inter-local agreement for shared Chief Financial Officer services; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown will provide the Township of Knowlton with 
certified Chief Financial Services for $21,800.00 per year, said sum to be paid in four (4) 
quarterly installments, each in the amount of $5,450.00; and 
 

WHEREAS, this agreement shall be effective from January 1, 2021 through December 
31, 2021 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 
Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, that an interlocal agreement with the 
Township of Knowlton for Chief Financial Officer Services is hereby approved and that the 
Mayor is hereby authorized to sign said interlocal agreement on behalf of Blairstown Township. 
 
23) R. 2021-24 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF AN AGREEMENT WITH CIT-E-NET, 
FIRST HOPE BANK, FOR BLAIRSTOWN TOWNSHIP ONLINE TAX PAYMENTS 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 5:30-9.3, municipal tax offices are permitted to accept 
online payments for the purpose of payment of tax amounts owed to the municipality; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A 40A:5-43 et sq. and section 5 of P.L. 1995, c.325 The 
Government Electronic Payment Acceptance Act authorized local government units to utilize 
credit cards, debit cards, and electronic fund transfer mechanism as means of collecting local 
unit obligations; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township will incur an annual fee of $1,000.00 for online tax payments, 
and the Township will not charge the tax payer a convenience fee; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Township has explored the options available and found the most 
reasonable and least expensive option is with Cit-E-Net, First Hope Bank.  
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Committee of Blairstown 
Township that the Municipal Finance Officer is hereby authorized and directed to execute the 
Service agreement with Cit-E-Net, First Hope Bank. 
 
 
 
 
 
24) R. 2021-25 AUTHORIZING AND ESTABLISHING A PETTY CASH FUND 
 

WHEREAS, a Petty Cash Fund was established pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:5-21 in the 
amount of $250 to be maintained by the Municipal Clerk, and periodically audited by the CFO; 
and  
   

WHEREAS, the NJ Departments of Community Affairs (DCA) requires that Municipal 
Governing Bodies authorize petty cash funds on an annual basis; and   
 

WHEREAS, the NJ DCA approved the Blairstown’s application for a Petty Cash Fund on 
August 5, 2003. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Township of 
Blairstown, County of Warren, and State of New Jersey continue to authorize a $250 petty cash 
fund to be maintained by the Township Clerk. 
  

 
25) R. 2021-26 APPOINTMENT OF QUALIFIED PURCHASING AGENT 
 

WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown has a need to appoint a Qualified Purchasing 
Agent; and 
 

WHEREAS, Christine Rolef meets the statutory qualifications to hold the position. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Committee of the Township of 
Blairstown, County of Warren State of New Jersey that Christine Rolef is hereby appointed as 
Qualified Purchasing Agent. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this appointment provides the Township of Blairstown 
with a bid threshold of $40,000. 
 
26) R. 2021-27 RESOLUTION APPOINTING RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 
 
 WHEREAS, Township of Blairstown  (hereinafter “Local Unit”) has joined the Statewide 
Insurance Fund (hereinafter “Fund”), a joint insurance fund as defined in N.J.S.A. 40A:10-36 et 
seq.; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Bylaws require participating members to appoint a Risk Management 
Consultant, as those positions are defined in the Bylaws, if requested to do so by the “Fund”; 
and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Local Unit has complied with relevant law with regard to the 
appointment of a Risk management Consultant; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the “Fund” has requested its members to appoint individuals or entities to 
that position; and 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of “Local Unit,” in the County 
of Warren and State of New Jersey, as follows: 
 

1. Township of Blairstown (Local Unit) hereby appoints Sharon Cooper of  
Acrisure d/b/a Public Entity Advocates Risk Management Consultant. 

 
2. The Municipal Clerk and Risk Management Consultant are hereby 

authorized to execute the Risk Management Consultant’s Agreement for 
the year 2021 in the form attached hereto. 

 
 

29) R. 2021-28- STATEWIDE INSURANCE FUND RESOLUTION APPOINTING FUND 
COMMISSIONER 
 
 WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown (hereinafter “Local Unit”) is a member of the 

Statewide Insurance Fund (hereinafter “Fund”), a joint insurance fund as defined in N.J.S.A. 

40A:10-36 et seq.; and 

 WHEREAS, the Fund’s Bylaws require participating members to appoint a Fund 

Commissioner; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the governing body of the Township of 

Blairstown (Local Unit) that Christine Rolef (entity’s elected official or employee)  is hereby 

appointed as the Fund Commissioner for the Local Unit for the Fund Year 2021; and 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Kristin Shipps (second elected official or employee) is 

hereby appointed as the Alternate Fund Commissioner for the Local Unit for the Fund Year 

2021; and  

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Local Unit’s Fund Commissioner is authorized and 

directed to execute all such documents as required by the Fund. 

30) R. 2021-29 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN, COUNTY OF WARREN AND 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPOINTING JAMES G. DEVINE AS JUDGE OF THE BLAIRSTOWN 
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TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL COURT AND APPOINTING SUZANNE OAKLEY AS THE COURT 
ADMINISTRATOR 

 
 WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown was part of a shared Municipal Court with the 

Township of Knowlton which expires December 31, 2020; and 

 WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown wishes to enter into a Shared Services 

Agreement (“Agreement”) with the Municipal Court of Frankford, Lafayette, Sandyston, 

Montague and Walpack (“Joint Court”) pursuant to which the Blairstown Township Municipal 

Court will be operated as a shared court with the Joint Court; and  

 WHEREAS, the Honorable James G. Devine was appointed by the Governor as Judge of 

the Municipal Court of Frankford, Lafayette, Sandyston, Montague and Walpack; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Agreement, the Township of Blairstown is required to 

appoint the municipal judge and court administrator currently serving the Joint Court. 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown, in the County of Warren and State of New Jersey that the Honorable James G. 

Devine is hereby appointed as the Municipal Judge to preside over the Blairstown Township 

Municipal Court through its Agreement with the Joint Court, for a term of three (3) years, 

effective January 1, 2021. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Blairstown, in the County of Warren and State of New Jersey that Suzanne Oakley 

is hereby appointed as Court Administrator for the Blairstown Township Municipal Court 

through its Agreement with the Joint Court. 

 
31) R. 2021-30 RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF BLAIRSTOWN, COUNTY OF WARREN 
AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY APPOINTING PETER S. LAEMERS AND/OR MICHAEL 
HANIFAN, ESQ. AS MUNICIPAL PROSECUTOR AND DAVID DUMBROFF AS PUBLIC 
DEFENDER FOR THE BLAIRSTOWN TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL COURT  
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 WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown was part of a shared Municipal Court with the 

Township of Knowlton which expires December 31, 2020; and 

 WHEREAS, the Township of Blairstown wishes to enter into a Shared Services 

Agreement (“Agreement”) with the Municipal Court of Frankford, Lafayette, Sandyston, 

Montague and Walpack (“Joint Court”) pursuant to which the Blairstown Township Municipal 

Court will be operated as a shared court with the Joint Court; and  

 WHEREAS, Peter J. Laemers, Esq. and/ or Michael Hanifan, Esq. has been appointed as 

Municipal Prosecutor of the Municipal Court of Frankford, Lafayette, Sandyston, Montague and 

Walpack; and 

 WHEREAS, David Dumbroff, Esq. has been appointed as Municipal Public Defender of 

the Municipal Court of Frankford, Lafayette, Sandyston, Montague and Walpack; and 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Agreement, the Township of Blairstown is required to 

appoint the municipal prosecutor and public defender currently serving the Joint Court. 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of 

Blairstown, in the County of Warren and State of New Jersey that Pete J. Laemers, Esq. is 

hereby appointed to serve as the Municipal Prosecutor for the Blairstown Township Municipal 

Court through its Agreement with the Joint Court, for a term of three (3) years, effective 

January 1, 2021. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the 

Township of Blairstown, in the County of Warren and State of New Jersey that David Dumbroff, 

Esq. is hereby appointed as Municipal Public Defender for the Blairstown Township Municipal 

Court through its Agreement with the Joint Court. 

Item Number 14, Resolution 2021-15 appointing Land Use board attorney was removed from  
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consent agenda. Land Use Board should be making the appointment of the Land Use Board  
attorney.  
 
Motion made by Committeewoman Van Valkenburg, second by Deputy Mayor Waldron 
approved by roll call vote: Orcutt—no, Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, 
Moorhead—yes, on consent agenda number 26.  
 
Motion made by Committeewoman Van Valkenburg, second by Committeeman Orcutt and 
approved by roll call vote: Orcutt—yes, Sikkes—yes, Van Valkenburg—yes, Waldron—yes, 
Moorhead—yes on consent agenda numbers 1-13, 15-25, & 27-30.   
 

FROM THE COMMITTEE 

Committeeman Orcutt – would like to have the 5-year road improvement plan on the website 
and will work with on getting an oil & chip program.  
Committeeman Orcutt also suggested having the whole committee be part of the budget 
process and hold budget workshop meetings.  
Committeeman Orcutt thanked the voters of Blairstown, the township employees and the 
volunteers and will do his very best to be responsive to all three of these groups. Looking 
forward to working with the committee.  
 
Committeeman Sikkes – Congratulated Mayor Moorhead, Deputy Mayor Waldron, and 
Committeeman Orcutt. Committeeman Sikkes thanked the first responders on an incident that 
happened to him personally and thanked the community members who offered meals and 
physical help.  
Committeeman Sikkes said that the budget is going to need work and it is going to be a 
challenging year. COVID has affected business, our younger and older community. He feels 
there may be challenges ahead.  
Committeeman Sikkes also stated that residents should attend Land Use Board meetings for 
decisions made there affect the future of the town.  
 
Committeewoman Van Valkenburg – Mrs. Van Valkenburg stated that there are quite a few 
projects that need to be completed including the Paulina dam and the Walnut Valley soil 
remediation. Budget is going to be an issue and would like to see more of the public involved.  
 
Deputy Mayor Waldron – Families are struggling due to COVID. People are trying to work from 
home and educate their children. Our churches, ambulance, fire, and police reach out to the 
public to get donations for everyday items which we are still seeing a need for. Issues with 
depression especially with our senior citizens.  
Deputy Mayor Waldron stated that Clerk Shipps will be utilizing the Blairstown Facebook page 
to provide as much information to the residents as possible.  
 
Mayor Moorhead – read his message:  

Good evening Walter, Joanne, Debra, Steve and everyone watching and thank you all for 
joining in on this very different reorganization meeting for Blairstown as we enter 2021. Our 
Zoom meetings are a reminder of the way our lives were altered by the pandemic and how our 
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way of doing things has become very fluid. Thank you to Pastor Harvey for carrying on the 
tradition of delivering a beautiful invocation and our Clerk Kristin Shipps, a wonderful addition 
to our staff last year, for being the glue that holds Town Hall together.  

  
I’m honored by the opportunity to serve the residents of Blairstown. When I was in 

 morning radio I used to joke that being on the air everyday was like running for Mayor 365 
days a year. Everything said was scrutinized and even the most mundane conversation would 
be recalled years later by someone. I leaned that while words convey thoughts, listening breeds 
ideas. Talking to people was always my favorite part of the job and the same will hold true for 
this position. I thank the committee for the trust they’ve shown by allowing me to serve as 
Mayor.  

 
I want to congratulate Debra Waldron and Walter Orcutt on their successful elections. I 

 welcome Walter back to the committee. His knowledge and experience will be a great asset to 
Blairstown and I know Debra will continue her dedicated service to the community this year as 
Deputy Mayor. I realize that I have very big shoes to fill with Mayor Steven Lance’s departure 
and I want to thank him and Joanne Van Valkenburg, as his Deputy, for leading the town 
through a most difficult year and of course Steve’s many years of service to Blairstown.  
 

Congratulations to our new Fire Chief, Mark Slater and his entire department at  
Blairstown Hose Company No. 1. I look forward to working with all of you this year. Blairstown 
is very fortunate to have a full team of first responders who consistently make the wellbeing of 
our residents their highest priority.  

 
While still in the grasp of the COVID-19 pandemic we need to plot our course to a time 

when we will worry less and laugh more. A time when our children can feel like kids and our 
businesses will once again experience the comfort of increased foot traffic. 

 
We’ve had many projects in the works and 2021 will be the year we see many of our  

plans come to fruition. Our new well will soon come online and the Blairstown historic district 
will be served by a very high-quality water supply and our soil remediation project at the old 
Walnut Valley Firehouse will wrap up this year as well.  

 
Our focus on Main Street will be ongoing as our Department of Public Works continue 

their efforts to improve traffic flow, parking, lighting, and the safety of our residents and guests 
of our historic district.  

 
We will continue to support and help grow all the things people love about our town. 

 Whether it’s fly fishing in the Paulinskill, hiking our trails, shopping our farmers market, 
supporting our family owned farms or enjoying a seasonal festival, we must do whatever we 
can as a town to promote and nurture the things that make Blairstown a true destination.  

Through improved communication and promotion, we can help businesses impacted by 
2020 climb back. We will listen, we will work, we will make it known how important our 
businesses are to us.  

 
Finally, I’d like to thank my wife Maureen and my mother Patricia for their support as I  
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lend my support to the community I love. I’m grateful to the residents who granted me this 
opportunity to serve and I look forward to hearing and learning from many of you this year.  

 
Rob Moorhead 
Blairstown Mayor-2021 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
Reverend Harvey- thanked the community for their support in their generosity of donating food 
and the financial resources that have helped the church help those who are in need.  
 
Former Mayor Lance 4 Centerville Rd. congratulated the township committee and wished them 
successful year. Mr. Lance congratulated the newly elected officials of the township committee 
and the Blairstown Hose Co  
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Mayor Moorhead, second by Van Valkenburg and carried to adjourn the 
January 6, 2021 Reorganization meeting at 8:18 pm  
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
 
Kristin Shipps, RMC 
Municipal Clerk 


	BLAIRSTOWN TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
	M I N U T E S
	OPENING – Call to Order; Roll Call
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	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Scott Johnsen and Debra Waldron be appointed as members of the newly formed School Safety Committee for a term of one year expiring December 31, 2021.
	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Kristin Shipps be appointed as Blairstown Township’s representative to the County Solid Waste Advisory Committee for a term of one year expiring December 31, 2021.
	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Christine Rolef shall serve as Public Agency Compliance Officer (PACO) and Affirmative Action Officer for a term of one year expiring December 31, 2021
	WHEREAS, under state and federal emergency planning requirements, every municipality is to appoint emergency management members, of whom are responsible for the development and maintenance of an emergency operations plan; and
	WHEREAS, to ensure that the membership is kept current, it is required that municipalities adopt a resolution updating its membership.
	17) R. 2021-18 CANCELLATION OF CERTAIN REAL ESTATE PROPERTY TAX BALANCES
	WHEREAS, pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40:5-17.1 promulgated by the New Jersey State Legislature, all real estate property taxes of less than $10.00 (ten dollars) are to be cancelled of record:
	18) R. 2021-19- AUTHORIZATION FOR TAX ASSESSOR TO FILE CORRECTIVE APPEALS AND STIPULATIONS AND AUTHORIZATION FOR TOWNSHIP ATTORNEY TO WORK WITH TAX ASSESSOR IN DEFENSE OF TAX APPEALS WITH THE WARREN COUNTY BOARD OF TAXATION
	WHEREAS, the Township Committee of the Township of Blairstown has been informed by the Tax Assessor of Blairstown Township that from time to time, errors are made in computing the tax assessments governing certain property locations within Blairstown ...
	WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor of Blairstown Township has requested the Township Committee to authorize the Tax Assessor to file corrections of such errors with the Warren County Board of Taxation.
	19) R.2021-20- COLLECTION OF A FEE FOR DUPLICATE TAX SALE CERTIFICATES
	WHEREAS, P.L. 1900 C.90 was amended and signed into law, allowing municipalities to issue duplicate tax sale certificates at a fee not to exceed $100.00.
	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Township Committee of the Township of Blairstown, County of Warren, State of New Jersey, that a fee of $100.00 shall be collected for the issuance of a duplicate tax sale certificate.
	20) R. 2021-21- FIXING OF RATE OF INTEREST TO BE CHARGED ON DELINQUENT WATER ACCOUNTS
	WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 54:4-67 has been amended to permit the fixing of said rate at 8% per annum on the first $1,500.00 of delinquency, and 18% per annum on any amount in excess of $1,500.00.
	FROM THE COMMITTEE
	ADJOURNMENT


